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© Bodleian Library, University of Oxford

MS. Heb.d. 21

Dating: this type of clear, calligraphic but econorbookhand is well attested
among Cairo Genizah fragments. | propose to dé&entk from c. 1000, rather the
very beginning of the 11th century
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[...] While undertaking a study of early manuscripusces for the Babylonian
Talmud tractate Bava Mezia, Friedman reconstrudtech fragments found in
several libraries the remains of a substantial Zenianuscript, which contained
virtually all of the sixth chapter of the tractates well as parts of the seventh
chapter. Friedman presents the manuscript undesighem 3, and in this book |
have referred to it a&1 (for Geniza 1). The significance of this manustchigs
not only in the fact that it contains an early @nsof the textual tradition reflected
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in MS H165, but also that its language is of a type thall then was known
primarily from Geonic manuscripts such ad4PS. Friedman effectively
demonstrated that many of the characteristics &#sdcwith the best Geonic
sources [§lene orthography, phonetic spellings) also appear ifye@almudic
manuscripts. Hence the manuscript's textual stéeasgly eastern) rather than its
genre/provenance (Geonic) determines the natuteednguage.
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Of interest to us is the nature of the meritorialeed that bestows life. In the

Yerushalmi the two sages give charity, feeding agny man. In the Bavli, the

hero prevents a co-worker from being shamed. Hs do¢ feed the poor man or
even give him alms; apparently all the workers wliare the potluck meal even if

they do not contribute. By pretending that the rhad proffered food the hero
enables him to eat without embarrassment. Agairseéms that the Bavli
storytellers have reworked a story similar to thersion preserved in the

Yerushalmi. For in the Yerushalmi the cutting oé tbnake fits neatly: when the
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sages replaced the knife after slicing their |defyt happened to kill the snake.
And they went out to cut wood, so we know that tloayry a knife or axe. A
measure-for-measure theme is generated: they eirt lihead in half, God or
providence cuts the snake in half. As the old maaligtly prays: they sustained a
life, so God sustained their lives. The Bavli versiacks a connection between the
hero's deed and the severed snake. Nor is it ebsotly how or when the snake
was cut. Rashi fills in the narrative gap: "he lwad it (the snake) with the reeds
without knowing it." Yet the story does not mentieeds either. Moreover, the
scenario of workers combining their food seems rbeed. The storytellers
probably devised this strange supping method iertal incorporate the theme of
shame. In any event, whatever the precise histbtheotradition, shame, absent
from a Palestinian story, becomes the focus oBtigylonian version.

:0W1,336-335 'NY ,MMITIVOKR 73773 1
There are a number of differences between thearessif the storyound in the
Bavli and Yerushalmi. liy. Shab. 6:9, 8dthe astrologer's prediction is disproved
by the actions of twstudents offanina - a sage unsuitable for the Bavli's version
because offanina'spromotionof astrology earlier in its sugya. Shmuel is arfgt
replacement foHanina, as the former is associated elsewhere sitolagy and
professes knowledge of a planetary week, but doeprmomote it as intensely as
Hanina does.

The nature of the fulfiled commandment also dsféretween the texts. In
the Yerushalmi, it is a simple act of charity: upmguest, the twstudents give
the old man half their loaf of bread. The Bavliwever, takes the mitzvah one
step further: the Israelite gives the bread withmuing been asked. Moreover, the
Bavli's Israelite spares the hungry man from thensh of not contributing to the
common pool of bread. Indeed, shame is an impottemhe in the Bavli [note 94:
Rubenstein, Culture]. The Yerushalmi version seeksflict (rather than avoid, as
in the Bavli) shame, as it publicly embarrassesasteologer. Irthe Yerushalmi,
astrology is nothing but lies; in the Bavli, astrgy is a real science that has real
use for the Gentiles, but has no influence ovexelistwhich is consistent with the
rest of our sugya. The inclusion of the snake & dbtrologer's prediction in the
Bavli adds a sense of irony that the Yerushalnkdathe astrologer predicts that a
shake will kill the Israelite, but in the end, theake itself is killed.
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confidence in claiming that the man will returrigéss clear. Even if the planets do
not exclusively determine the fate of Jews, as dtwy concludes, how does
Shmuel know that this man will perform good deeus day? Nor does Shmuel
know that the man has acted righteously throughiuife, since the Sage was not
previously acquainted with him, as evident from ¢beditional declaration, "If he
is a Jew." We could say that Shmuel assumes ab hewe somenisvot to their
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One of Rava's most radicdl8o 'ny ,n°095 mM2a7n) %R ans 71 M7 %y 71
statements on the topic fits perfectly within thentext of the Middle Persian
debate on “fate” and “works.” Rava attributes te thorkings of fate -mazal—
the three elements that we may see as componertsliofdual contentment:
“[length of] life, [surviving] children, and sustance” (B. Moed Katan 28a). He
asserts that these three aspects of human lifasirelogically determined and
are not dependent on religious merit [...] In the ,eRhAva’'s view of the
astrological influences on the basics of human heggs were not universally
accepted by the redactors of the Babylonian Talnwith elsewhere transmit
opinions that reject astrological influence as ctifeg Jews (see B. Shabbat
156a—b). However, Rava's saying fits extremely wweithin the context of
Zoroastrian thought, where the theme of astrologysws merit, or “works,”
appears in many Middle Persian compilations. TiReya's apparent citation of
a Babylonian Aramaic proverb has a striking patdaliea Middle Persian one,
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